
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

         

 

Y1 History: How have toys changed since my grandparents were children? 

What I know already Key Vocabulary 

• I understand the stages of life – babies, children, teenagers and adults. 
• I know that objects are made from different things.   
• I can name different materials, for example: wood, plastic and glass. 
• I know that batteries and plugs make some objects ‘work’. 
• I can use different describing words, for example: hard, soft, furry, smooth, moving. 

year an amount of time, from one birthday to the next, 
or one Christmas to the next 

past 
 

an earlier time, before now – last week, last year 
 

then 
 

a time in the past 
 

old 
 

something from a long time ago 
 

present 
 

in this time – this year, this week, or now 
 

recently 
 

not long ago 
 

modern 
 

recent and new 
 

timeline helps us to put things in the order that they 
happened, starting with the furthest back in time 

decade 
 

an amount of time - ten years 
 

century 
 

an amount of time - one hundred years 
 

material 
 

what objects (like toys) are made from  
 

change 
 

different from how things used to be 
 

Timeline 

Toys have changed 
a lot since your 
oldest relatives 
were children - 
what they are 

made from, how 
they are powered, 

and where they 
are made. 

Old toys were 
often made out of 

wood, fabric or 
sometimes metal. 

 

Modern toys are 
often made out of 
different types of 

plastic.  

 

Old toys used 
wind-up power, or 

were pushed, 
pulled or twisted.  

 

Modern toys 
often plug into the 
wall (electricity) or 

use batteries. 

Old toys were 
usually made by 

hand in this 
country. 

 

Modern toys are 
usually made by 
machines in far 
away countries.  

 


