
Handwriting At Alford Primary School 

 

Vision  

Our vision is for pupils to develop automaticity with transcription skills through neat, fluid, 
joined handwriting. 

Intent  

Our writing vision focuses on pupils enjoying effective communication through writing in a 
variety of genres. To achieve this, we use systematic, progressive, whole-school methods to 
develop automaticity with transcription skills in neat, fluid, joined handwriting. Automaticity 
in handwriting is a cornerstone of overall writing success, allowing pupils to focus on other 
elements of their writing. 

Implementation 

Handwriting Style  

Pupils in EYFS and younger pupils in Year 1 will use the 'Alford Wandle' style of handwriting, 
supported by "Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised" for correct letter formation. In the 
spring term, Year 1 pupils transition to the "Letter-join" handwriting style. This begins with 
teaching individual letters with lead-ins and progresses to a fluid, joined style. More 

examples of the style can be found here: https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/index.html 

Handwriting Teaching  

For younger pupils, letter formation may be incorporated into Wandle phonics sessions. 
Across the school, handwriting is taught in discrete 15-minute daily sessions, which may be 
reduced to 10 minutes daily during the summer term. Each session begins with a focus on 
grip and/or posture. When pupils demonstrate confidence with the correct grip, this is 
transitioned into writing across other subjects. Pupils who struggle with grip (even with 
reminders) will be provided with a supportive pencil grip. 

Handwriting Support  

To assist all pupils in applying the school handwriting fonts, labels, worksheets, and teacher 
modelling will incorporate the age-appropriate version that pupils are learning. Handwriting 
style posters are displayed in every classroom. For any pupil falling behind, appropriate 
support and adjustments will be made in consultation with the SENCO. 

Handwriting & Pens  

When individual pupils in Years 4-6 have mastered the agreed handwriting style, posture, 
and grip, they will transition to using a blue pen. Initially, blue pens will only be used in 
handwriting sessions until pupils demonstrate sufficient confidence to use them in other 
sessions without negatively affecting their presentation or pace. 

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/index.html


Handwriting Curriculum  

The handwriting curriculum is mapped across the school. This includes regular revisiting and 
refining of basic letter formation rather than strictly following the standard Letter-join 
curriculum map. Revisiting these fundamentals is essential for developing automaticity. 
Time is also allocated within the curriculum to refine the spelling of high-frequency and 
common exception words, further embedding handwriting automaticity. Below is our 
handwriting curriculum map. 

Applying Handwriting  

Teachers are responsible for ensuring that learning in handwriting is effectively transferred 
into all other written areas, maximizing its impact. 

Younger pupils’ style: 

 

Most pupils’ style 

 



Handwriting Curriculum maps - EYFS 

 

 
  



Handwriting Curriculum maps – Y1-Y6 
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Summer 1   
&   

Summer 2  
  

Y1 common 
exception 
spelling 
words.  

  
  

Rest of Summer 1  
  

Y1 common 
exception spelling 

words   
  

Summer 2  
  

Y2 common 
exception spelling 

words   
  

Plus, target 
handwriting and 
simple spellings.  

Rest of Spring 1  
common exception  

  
Summer 1  

Repeat of Autumn 
2  
  

Summer 2   
Y3/4 NC spelling 

words  
  

Plus, target 
handwriting and 
simple spellings.  

Spring 1  
Repeat Autumn 2 

& Y2 common 
exception 

spelling words  
  

Spring 2 & 
Summer 2  

Y3/4 NC spelling 
words  

  
Plus, target 

handwriting and 
simple spellings.  

Rest of Autumn 2  
Y2 common exception 
words  
  

Spring 1  
Y3/4 NC spelling words  

  
Spring 2  

Plus, target handwriting 
and simple spellings.  
  

Summer 1 & 2  
Y5/6 spelling words  

  
Plus, target handwriting 

and simple spellings.  

 Autumn 2 

 
Y3/4 NC spelling 

words  
  

Spring 1  
Y5/6 spelling 

words  
  

Then:  
Plus, target 

handwriting and 
simple spellings.  

  
  

  

Can print 
all letters  

Can write all 
letters with lead 

ins and outs  

Write joined 
most of the 

time.  

Write joined 
and neatly in 
most of their 

work.  

Write joined, neatly 
and fluidly.  

Write joined, 
neatly, and with 

pace.  

 

 

 


